


Michael O’Brien, Cary Tullos,
Lantana’s new members of the
Code Enforcement Dept.

Code Enforcement Supervisor Mike
Bruscell reports that two new enforce-
ment officers were hired the first of June
to fill staff vacancies.

Michael O’Brien of Fort Lauderdale
left a twenty year career as a master auto
technician to join the staff for what he
called a “more meaningful job.” As a
code officer he feels he will be able to
make a difference in the community
while he studies for a degree in public
administration.

Cary Tullos of Coconut Creek a for-
mer code enforcement officer for Loxa-
hatchee Grove said, “I got interested in
code enforcement when I worked for my
father, a home repair specialist. Of
course we had a lot of dealings with
building codes then so it was just a natu-
ral direction for me to take.”

Tullos is a third year student a Bro-
ward Community College studying envi-
ronmental science.

Supervisor Bruscell explained that
Lantana has been a “town of transition”
for some time now, where more and
more residences are becoming rental
units and thus become more of problem
when it comes to proper maintenance of
the property.

“Larger families living in these older
homes also contribute to more violations
because of more vehicles in the
neighborhoods, more RV’s, more trailers
and so on,” he said.

“Code enforcement is not an enemy,
we like to feel we are providing a ser-
vice to the community and we prefer the
term of compliance instead,” Bruscell
said.

Many home owners are not aware that
if they wish to rent their property they
are required to register with the town.
Rental properties are subject to an an-
nual safety inspection

“Our ‘friendly reminder’ program has
been most successful. Nearly 90 percent
of the residents who receive a reminder
correct the problem for which they
would otherwise be cited,” Bruscell said.

The whole purpose of the Code pro-
gram is to ensure the safety and welfare
of the residents, improve the quality of
life and keep property values high.

Fees and charges for town
services to increase

Lantana Town Council unanimously
agreed to increase fees and charges for
many of the town’s services at the June
22 council meeting.

Mayor David J. Stewart and the coun-
cil members took a two-prong approach
for the increases.

First, the council felt that the actual
cost of providing a service should be
reflected in the fee the user pays. For
example, if it costs the town administra-
tion staff $60 to research and complete
the necessary work to produce a building
permit, then the permit applicant should
pay that amount.

Secondly, other fees Lantana charges
were compared to the fees of other com-
munities in Palm Beach County and the
fees were then brought into line with
them. For example, trash pickup fees
will increase slightly from $18.50 to
$19.95.

A list of fees and charges for services
is available at the town hall or go to
www.lantana.org, click on the finance
and administrative services tab and
click on utility billing.

Joe Marher to attend FBI
Leadership Academy

Joe Marher volunteered to spend a lot
of his free time after school as a member
of the Lantana Police Explorer Post 221
and rose to the position of post com-
mander for his efforts.

Marher did such an exceptional job at
that position he was recently selected to
attend the FBI’s Leadership Academy in
Washington, D.C. He is one of only two
youths selected from the state of Florida.

Three hundred outstanding young peo-
ple like Marher from all over the country
will join him for this very special pro-
gram during the month of July.

Junior Police Academy

graduates Sth class

Every summer for the past five years
the Lantana Police Department has
sponsored a Junior Police Academy for
11 to 14 year old youths held at Lantana
Middle School.

This year twenty-one students enrolled
in the two week program which gave
them an intensive overview of law en-
forcement as a potential career opportu-
nity.

The program, led by Lantana Police
Officer Nelson Berrios, introduced the
students not only to the wide variety of
law enforcement careers, but also gave
them an integrated academic program
which included reading, math, and fo-
rensic science. This integrated program
is the first such program in the nation.

Special presentations during the pro-
gram were also provided by the Palm
Beach Sheriff’s Office, the FBI and the
Secret Service.

New water wells planned

Lantana Town Council awarded a
$631,500 contract to Southeast Drilling
to begin construction of raw water sup-
ply well No. 11.

Well No.11 will be constructed west of
1-95 and completed by January of 2010.
A second additional well (No. 12) is
scheduled for 2011 if financing is avail-
able at that time. Fortunately, facilities
already exist to carry the raw water un-
der the interstate to connect with exist-
ing conduits to the water treatment plant.

One half of the cost of the new well is
funded by an existing grant from the
State of Florida.




